BS2 – “The Need For Truth”
Apologia: Reason to Hope

Total Devotion ’10 - ’11

This study is meant to work in conjunction with the message.  They do not cover the same material.  You can listen to the message at www.td.mbcla.org.  Click on Messages, then find the title of this study and click on the mp3 to listen or download.  May this study give you confidence in the truth of God!

Fieldwork – Discovering People’s Beliefs About the Existence of Truth


In September, we had the chance to ask people about their views on the meaning of life. The fieldwork for this month will follow in the footsteps of the last: we want to continue to hear people’s thoughts and opinions. Think of it as detective work! You’re hearing them give evidences of their basic worldview, so that you can pinpoint the key differences between their worldview and yours.

1. Let’s consistently practice dependence on God, as Paul did when he asked the Colossian believers to pray for him—“that God may open to [him] a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ… that [he] may make it clear, which is how [he] ought to speak” (Col. 4:3, 4). Pray that God would go before you in preparing the hearts of the unbelievers you’ll engage with and in preparing you to be winsome and sharp in the Word of truth.
2. This week, we want to discover people’s views on truth, certainty, and tolerance. Here are some questions that can help guide your conversation:

a. How would you define truth? What advice would you give to someone who is searching for truth?

b. Do you think we can know anything for certain?

c. What are some things that you personally know for sure? What are some things that you think you’ll never be sure about?

d. Do you think that there are some things that are true for all people at all times?

e. When is it OK to try to convince someone of what you believe? When is it not?

3. Make sure to pray afterwards to thank God for the conversation and to ask God to prepare you for further opportunities to interact with this person! Then, when you get home, write down some of the key statements and questions that came up during the conversation. If you ran into ideas or objections that you would have trouble answering, small group time will be a perfect opportunity to get some insight from your counselors and fellow TDers.
Making Sense Out of Senselessness: Uncovering Logical Fallacies

While speaking with your friends this week, you may discover how difficult it is to converse with someone who does not share your views on truth. You may even end up spending the whole time disagreeing about basic premises of reality. One powerful apologetic, however, is showing people how their conclusions don’t logically follow even from the premises that they claim to be true.
4. Take the following statements for example (let’s assume that truth is relative for a minute): 
a. If truth is strictly relative, then morality is strictly relative.

b. If morality is strictly relative, then people should not impose their morality on others.

Do the conclusions of each statement necessarily follow from each premise? Or does the logic break down at some point? If so, how?

5. How would you respond to the following statement (how is it self contradictory?): “The problem that I have with Christianity is that Christians are so intolerant. You think that anyone who disagrees with you about God is wrong. You should be more open-minded.” 

This past Friday, we learned that true tolerance does not mean blindly accepting that all views are created equal. A biblical view of tolerance means showing respect and love to a person who holds a view that you disagree with.

6. Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26 and Ephesians 2:1-5.

a. How do these passages help further your understanding of true tolerance?

b. If we truly believed these verses, how would that affect our attitude toward those who are still captive to the deceitfulness of sin?

Our Foundation of Truth: The God Who Speaks


There are those who, when recognizing mankind’s limited knowledge and limited perspective on reality, would throw their hands up in air and give up on any chance of knowing things with certainty. We as Christians can admit that we don’t know it all, and that we can be deceived. However, we still can have certainty in what we believe because an all-knowing God has chosen to reveal himself to us through His Word. 

7. Read the following verses to hear what the writers of Scripture have to say about God and His Word. Please note any nuances or extra emphases in each passage:

a. 2 Samuel 22:31 –

b. Numbers 23:19 –

c. Psalm 111:7-8 – 

d. Psalm 119:160 –  

e. Matthew 5:17-18 – 

Because God is faithful and true to His Word, He desires the same kind of truthful living and faithfulness from His image-bearers (Read Ps. 15:1-2, Ps. 51:6, 1 Kings 11:4). A further study of the Bible shows us, however, that we have a problem. Though the truth of God’s existence, majesty, and power are plain in creation—we suppress the truth in unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18). We “exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator (Rom. 1:25).

8. Read Romans 1:21-23, Ephesians 4:17-19, and 1 Corinthians 2:12-14. What does our rebellion against the truth do to our ability to understand truth? How have you seen this “darkness” in the minds of non-believers that you know?
9. Jesus’ claim to being “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6) is very well known. Another proclamation of Jesus that is less well known is found in his testimony before Pilate. Read John 18:37—His purpose in coming to earth matched perfectly with the nature of His being. Being the Truth incarnate, Jesus came to bear witness about Himself (John 8:17-18).

In the following verses, Paul and James speak about “the word of truth.” What specifically is the word of truth? How is it imparted? What are its effects?
a. Ephesians 1:13-14 – 

b. Colossians 1:3-6 – 

c. James 1:17-18 – 

10. If the gospel is so essential that it, above anything else, is described as THE word of truth, then we must know it well if we are to lead others to a saving knowledge of the truth. What is the gospel? Please take one or two paragraphs to rehearse the essentials of the best news in the universe.
Living According to the Truth

One of the most haunting questions that could be asked of a Christian is, “Do you really believe that what you believe is really real?” Del Tackett had noted that “when we believe that something is real, we act upon that reality. Our actions reflect what we believe to be really real.” And whether we like it or not, people are watching our lives, our reactions, and our responses every day. In reality, our actions (whether good or bad) reflect what we believe to be true about God, His character, and His promises. If we aren’t believing God, are we believing a lie? How can we convince others of the all-satisfying Lord Jesus if we ourselves aren’t fully satisfied in him? Answering these questions is fundamentally important to our apologetics, our credibility, and our effective witness to Jesus Christ.
11. Look up the following verses. What do they reveal about the nature of sin?

a. Romans 7:11 – 
b. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 – 
c. Ephesians 4:22 – 
d. Hebrews 3:13 – 
12. Think about the last time you willfully disobeyed (sinned against) the Lord. Can you trace that back to a lie that you believed about God’s character or plan for your life? What was the lie? Try to be as specific as possible.
13. Read John 8:31-32. What does Jesus’ statement reveal about the nature of truth? What are we being set free from?
14. Think about your answer(s) to question #12. What truths from Scripture would have helped you to overcome temptation? Write down the Scripture references, if possible. Then take the time to memorize these verses so that your heart can lean on firm truths when you are tempted again.
Coram Deo: The Objectivity of Assurance
One of the greatest frustrations for the Christian is that we still sin and we don’t measure up to what we claim to believe. We want to be holy and yet we fall short of the holiness we long for. We want to love, and yet we say hurtful things. We want to worship and yet we often feel cold. We want to walk in peace and yet we feel anxiety. We want to be pure in thought and yet impurity bombards our minds. For many, the more we focus on the subjective inner workings of our own soul, the more uncertain we become of our own assessment of our authenticity. However, God desires His people - people of the truth - to live in the freedom, power, and joy of full assurance and certainty of their faith! (Read Hebrews 6:11, Colossians 2:2, 1 John 5:13)
15. How does looking at objective truth bring assurance in the Christian’s life? How is that necessary for growth in the Christian life? Look up the following verses to help you answer:
a. Hebrews 12:2 – 

b. Ephesians 1:3-4 – 

c. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 – 

d. 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 – 

e. Philippians 1:6 – 

The person who knows that his destiny is glorious, certain, and unwaveringly true will be free to live the most radical life of love and sacrifice here on earth. Praise the Lord for the unshakable purpose of His redemption!
“We always thank God… since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you had for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.” – Colossians 1:3-5
The way out of this hermeneutical (hermeneutics = the science of interpretation) nihilism and metaphysical anti-realism is the doctrine of revelation. It is indeed the evangelical, biblical doctrine of revelation that breaks this epistemological impasse and becomes the foundation for a revelatory epistemology (epistemology = the study of knowledge, of how we know what we know). […] It is the understanding that God has spoken to us in a reasonable way, in language we can understand, and has given us the gift of revelation, which is his willful disclosure of himself, the forfeiture of his personal privacy. […] At the very heart of the evangelical movement, indeed from the very beginning, is a confidence in the God who speaks. […] Revelation—the in-breaking of the transcendent, sovereign God into our finite and fallen world—must be our epistemological principle, the ground of all our claims to know what is really real and truly true.
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